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NEWS & NOTES

Ecology needs wellhead elevation and groundwater level data

Starting on June 22, 2011, Ecology will roll out new templates and features to the agency’s Environmental Information Management
(EIM) database.

These templates and features will allow you to enter wellhead elevation and groundwater level data into EIM. EIM can then calculate
groundwater elevations across the state. They are used for a variety of purposes, including for assessing water resources and
contaminated site cleanup. These new features will help Ecology to capture accurate and useful environmental data.

Groundwater “data submittal” and “search” tools have now been added. These new tools will allow you to enter wellhead elevation
and groundwater level data. You will also have the capability to query and map the data.

The core issue for this new EIM database rollout is capturing water level information. Previously, Ecology has not required users to
enter that information into EIM. However, in the future, if you measure a water level in a well, then Ecology would like you to enter
that information into EIM. Most of this new protocol will apply to Ecology’s Toxics Cleanup Program. Per Policy 840-1, you are
required to submit data (electronically) to EIM. This also applies to Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) sites.

If you are entering data into the EIM database, then you must now report a wellhead elevation (e.g. top of casing, etc.) in addition to
horizontal (X,Y) coordinates (e.g. longitude / latitude) for all wells (“resource protection wells,” WAC 173-160-400). The wellhead
elevation is needed for groundwater elevations.

Please use the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88) when you report elevations. This is important because
groundwater elevation data is less useful if a common vertical datum is not used. Ecology recognizes and understands that for many
sites, such as gas stations, use of a site-specific or “local” datum was a common past practice. However, after June 22, 2011, you will
not be allowed to enter “local” datum elevations to EIM. You must either survey to the NAVD 88 or other specified major datum.

Just to be clear, Ecology does not expect you to go back out and re-survey “old” wells. These new database EIM features and
requirements are not retroactive. However, if you plan to complete and drill new wells, then please collect all relevant information,
such as water depth and wellhead elevation.

If you have questions about entering data to EIM, please contact Kristin Carmack at 509/ 454-4243 or Chris Neumiller at 360/ 407-
6258. If you have questions about the NAVD 88 vertical datum, please contact Charles San Juan at 360/ 407-7191.
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